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• She’s sixteen 

• She’s still at school 

• Her mum loves rap music 

• She fancies Jon Bon Jovi 

• She’s on pages 30-32 


Lloyd Cole 































































IS RICK ASTLEY 
REALLY SHOWERING 
MADONNA WITH 
BOUQUETS OF ROSES? 







NS THE PET SHOP BOYS 
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S o it looks like at last Patsy 
Kensit/sgoingto be famous 
after all. 

"I really, really hope it's a hit," 
says Patsy. "Personally I'm really 
happy with it. If for some reason 
it'snotahitwell.. .then that's it. If 
it doesn't take off then I've got lots 
of otherthings to do instead. I've 
got five film scripts waiting at 

"Frankly," says Patsy, "I am a 
very ambitious person, but if it 
doesn't work out this time it's just 
not that |big a deal. I'm really not 
bothered any more." 



2 MEN, A DRUM MACHINE 
AND A TRUMPET??!! 



A Two Fine Young Cannibals, A Drum Machine, A Trumpet And Some 


• The group in question - 2 Men, A Drum Machine And 
A Trumpet - are otherwise known as David Steele and 
Andy Cox, the instrument-bashing two-thirds of the almost 
equally oddly-named Fine Young Cannibals. 

• They’ve currently got a stonking House music hit called 
“Tired Of Getting Pushed Around”, an instrumental that 
came about by pure chance with keyboards and electronic 
instruments in a recording studio. 

• They decided to call themselves 2 Men 
witharuddylongname as a mickey take of a House music 
group they’d heard of called 2 Puerto Ricans, A Black Man 
And A Dominican (!!!!!). 

• Meanwhile the Fine Young Cannibals lead singer Roland 

Gift is presently displaying his bottom to** “ 


down die country as part of his acting “debut” ir 
Sammy And Rosie Get Laid. 

• The threesome will soon be reunited once me 
release a new LP in the spring. 

• Fancy th; “ 










• Scarlet Fantastic 



£§xg 


ford Ice Rink (March 16), Leiceste 
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CRAPJOKE 
CORNER 

Q. What singer do you put on your 
lap while eating^your tea? 

That monstrously pathetic “joke” 

can think of a po^> “funny’’ that’s 

Smash Hits Crap Joke Corner, 

CO ec r*-L on( j on 


COMIC RELIEF: What On Earth’s Going On??? 


ck Is The Drummer From Queen Doing Singing With ", 
ed The Cross (Who Sound Exactly Like, Urn, Queen)?l 


he studio single) - the 
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A-HA ARE GOING 
ON TOUR!!! 


SOAP STAR IN “QUITE GOOD” SINGLE SHOCK!!! 

• You may recognise Kylie Minogue, left, as 
one of the stars of the Australian soap 
sensation Neighbours (in which she plays 
Charlene Ramsay). You may also wonder what 
she’s doing in Bits. Perhaps you may suspect that 
she's - gasp! - made a record. You may also 
suspect, if familiar with works by Nick Berry and 
Anita Dobson, that it’s not, er, wonderful. 

And, oddly enough, you'd be wrong. Kylie has 
already had oodles of hits in Australia (well a 
couple anyway) and her single “I Should Be So 
Lucky”, made with the assistance of Messrs. 
Stock Aitken & Waterman, is actuaUy quite 
good!!! Well, shiver 


This group has had more 
hit singles than Madonna, 
chael Jackson, George Michc 
Prince and U2H! 


me ocanoanavian 

scamps known to the world 
as A-ha and we’re playing 
lots of concerts all over the 
place this spring, the details 
of which we believe you will 
find below. Some of you, we 
suspect, may then say ‘boo 
hoo - you’re not playing in, 
or even anywhere near, 
London.’ This is true - on 
this tour we have decided to 
see all our fans around the 
rest of the country - but, be 
assured, after we have 
jaunted off on a bit of a 
world tour (such is our life, 
pop watchers) we’ll zoom 
back and perform in London 
later in the year. By the way, 
our new single is coming 
out at the end of February 
and our new LP’s out in 
March, though we haven’t 
quite decided what they'll 
be called yet. But when the 


wno Knows wnicn way tne 
fish jumps?” 

The dates are: Shepton * ■ M l |l 
Mallet Showering Pavilion 
(March 19), Cornwall 
Coliseum (20), Portsmouth 
Guildhall (22), Bournemouth; 
International Centre (23), 

Birmingham NEC (25), 

Manchester Apollo (28/29), 

Blackpool Opera House 

(30) , Edinburgh Playhouse 

(31) , Leeds Queen's Hall 
(April 2), Liverpool Empire 

Tickets are available 
the box offices and usual 
agents priced £8.50 for 
Shepton Mallet and Leeds, 

£9.50 for Cornwall, 

Portsmouth and 
Bournemouth, £11 and £9 
for Birmingham and £10.50 
and £8.50 for Manchester, 

Blackpool, Edinburgh and 
Liverpool. 


. . a AND SO IS 
GEORGE MICHAEL!!! 

A nd His Bearded Snootiness’ “schedule” is as follows: 

Earls Court, London (June 10/11/12/14), Glasgow 
SEC (18), Birmingham NEC (23/24), Kings Hall, Belfast 
(28/29) and Dublin RDS (July 1/2). 

Prices for all shows are £14.50 and £12.50 (plus a 50p 
“booking tee" for each ticket) and there are three 24 hour 
ticket “hot”lines (for credit card applications) on 01-741 
8989, 01-379 6131 and 01-240 7200. For mail order 
applications for the Earls Court dates write to George 
Michael Earls Court RS Tickets, PO Box 4RS, London 
W1A 4RS. For the other dates contact the box office at 


Y es, viewers, it's true. They may 
not be the most breathtakingly 
beautiful creatures in the kingdom 
of pop, but when it comes to 
knocking out hits The Stranglers 
are doing rather well - “All Day 
And All Of The Night" is, in fact, 
their 28th!l! “Twenty-eight hits is a 
record I suppose," ponders 
singer Hugh Cornwell, “but 
again all our records deserve 


• Hugh Cornwell is one of 
the biggest swots in pop! “I’m 

not sure about that because Queen 
all went to Imperial College which 
is the best place in the world for 
physics and maths, but I did go to 
university. I studied biochemistry at 
Bristol University and then did part 
of a research project into the link 
between certain chemicals in food 
and schizophrenia (a complex 
mental illness).” 

• They used to trundle 
around to their “gigs” in an 
ice-cream van. “When we 
started Jet had a couple of 
businesses - an off licence and 
brewery and a couple of ice cream 
vans which he ran. We used the 
ice creams to get to gigs. I mean 
you can't be that fussy about your 
transport if you’re skint.” 

• They used to be wild 
rock’n’rollers! “In their early 
days they were notorious for a) 
wearing T-shirts with extremely 
rude words written on them, b) 
employing strippers as part of their 
stage act and c) being particularly 


nasty to some “reporters” - they 
left one girl tied to a tree in Spain 
and taped a French bloke to the 
railings halfway up the Eiffel Tower. 
And to cap it all they were flung 
into jail in Nice, France (rather 
unfairly in fact) after a riot at one of 
their concerts there. 

“I don't remember anything 
about those days," insists Hugh, 
“my mind is a complete blank.” 

• Jean Jacques Burners 
pretty good at karate! “I think 
he’s a black belt now, yeah. He 
certainly does a lot of coaching 
now - he's got his karate class in 
Cambridge and they all came 
backstage after a gig there once, 
all these tiny little kids in Doc 
Martens came trooping in. 

“Jet, he’s into cooking and 
redesigning gas masks. He thinks 
that before 1990 there’s going to 
be a sniff-and-play CD player that 
will have the aroma of the music on 
the discs and he thinks the player 
will be like a gas mask - slot the 
disc in the front and there you go. 

"As for Dave I don't know 
anything about him - he's a 
complete mystery. He’s one of the 
nicest people you'd ever want to 
meet, but also one of the most 
eccentric and curious people 
I’ve ever come across. Very, very 

• They don’t always wear 
black clothes! “Well it's become 
a bit of a uniform I suppose - but 
we wear some white things as well 

disguise though. Whenever we're 
not working I wear bright yellows 
and pinks and people don’t 
recognise me. It’s very clever.” 
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THE FABULOUS, BRAND NEW SINGLE 
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‘Get Outta My Dreams, Get Into My Car’ 

Release Date 25th January 
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Producelby'Mutt'Lange 

Mixed by Nigel Green 

Recorded at Battery Studios, London 
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12" Includes "EXTENDED VERSION" 

7" BOS1 - 12” BOST1 
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TOGETHER AGAIN ON SEVEN AND TWELVE... 



PRODUCED BY JIMMY JAM & TERRY LEWIS FOR FLYTE1 


E PRODUCTIONS 


















Name: Matthew Weston Goss. That’s pronounced 
West-on for some reason, rather than Western. 

Born: September 29 1968 in Lewisham, London. 
Have you got any brothers or sisters? I've got a 
stepbrother and a stepsister called Adam and Carrie 
and I've got a brother called Luke. I’ve also got a 
blood brother called Craig. 

Did you have any nicknames at school? No, we 
were just called the Goss twins and we hated it, 
because being twins you get associated as one 
person and you lose your identity. If the teacher said 
“Goss!” we wouldn’t answer to it though. They’d 
have to say “Matt" or “Luke”. 

What was the first concert you went to? A band 
called The Geisha Girls (a rather ridiculous "indie" 
group who once had a very minor hit called “I’m A 
little Teapot"), ’cause I knew the lead singer. 

First kiss: Well, fir&peck J thinUt was at primary 

.X. 

Who s the best looking member ol Bros? Urn. . . 

(long pause) Mickey Brown - our producer. 

Which member of Bros has got the most annoying 
habit? Well, Luke drives too fast and I've got a real 
phobia about going fast, and Craig has this 
annoying habit of saying “basically” all the time. 
Previous jobs: Me and Luke left school before Craig 
and we cleaned cars for a little bit, valeting. That 

band. When it was hot it*could get up above^lOO 
degrees in the cars and you'd faint. It was awful. 

Who’S the most famous nersnn vou know? Mv 

grandad. He sings 
faith healer as well. 

the most famous person I know anyway. 

What's your bedroom like? I haven't told anyone 
this before but me and Luke share a bedroom at the 
moment in a house that’s got an outside toilet. We 
live at home in South London, but we're doing it up 

horrible because our 
fans stand outside the back and they're there when 
you go to the toilet. 

Can you think of a rhyme about Carol Decker? 

Carol Decker, why is your 


ild peoplejs J 1 


Carol Decker, will you eat me 
like an orange? 

Carol Decker, what is an 
orange? 

Have you ever had an electric 

a Matts seii-portrait a n airing cupboard. I was 
putting a towel over it and I got this shock. It was 
horrible. It didn’t knock me out but it shocked me. 

What would you do if the world was going to end 
tnmnrrnu/? |'d get an overdraft of a million pounds 


bought? It vi_„_„., 

Christmas. I can't tell you how much il 

What's your biggest fear? Nuclear war a 
The kids have got a lot to worry about in 
Least favourite vegetable: I hate spinach. 


CRAIG LOGAN 


Name: Do you want the full name? Oh my god! 
Craig William Logan. I'm not very keen on the r 
William. It's my dad’s name as well. 

Born: I was born in Kirkaldy in Fife in Scotland i 
March 22 1969. 

Have you got any brothers or sisters? I've got 
brother called Grant. He’s 16. 

Did you have any nicknames at school? 

first came down from Scotland when I wa 

everyone used to call me Jock. Later on I_ 

a nickname except for Craig or Craigy. Why haw 
I got a Scottish accent? I’ve still got the odd wo 
which sounds different, but it sounds more 
Yorkshire. I lost it when I was about 13 or 14, tl 
age when people take the mick out of you for it. 
What was the first concert you went to? This is 
embarrassing actually. I used to be a heavy r ' 


eight 



First kiss: Michelle Adams, 
kissed her in Scotland. I 
really fancied her but sh 

but | 9 persuaded her to g 
with me. I remember it 

' 1 


guy 


A Craig's self-portrait 

member of Bros? V 

Luke because they 


it's really got to be Matt or 

_I_quite similar really don't 

they? Or maybe it should be John. (????-Ed.) 
Which member of Bros has got the most annoying 
hahit? God, I'd love to know what Matt said. Luke 
drives too fast. I said “basically” a lot? Oh yeah, 
that’s true. Basically. 

Previous jobs: Personally hiever had a propenob. 

did and I went straight into the band. 

Who's the most famous person you know? It's got 
to be Matt really because he's just sooo famous. 
What's your bedroom like? It's really boring 
because it’s plain. It's white and red and it’s got a 
bed and a wardrobe. I’m hardly ever there so I 
haven't decorated It. I was going to get a big 
painting or something but I’ve never got around to it. 
Can you think of a rhyme about Carol Decker? 

Carol Decker makes my heart go kapow 
You know the orange haired lady who sings lor T’Pau 
Have you ever had an electric shock? No, I 
haven t. But Matt used to go round on the carpet 
and rub his feet so he got charged up with static 
electricity and then touch you. 

What would you do if the world was going to end 
tomorrow? I'd hold a really massive concert and 
Bros would play and everybody in the world would 
watch it. Matt says he's going to go to the 
Mediterranean on his last day? That makes it a bit 
difficult then, doesn’t it? Well I'd have to fly him 
back for a couple c* u — 


bought? Probably my bass guitar wt 


'm going Least favourite vegetable: Brussel sprouts -1 can’t 


Have you got any brothers or sisters? I’ve got a 
brother who's in a pop group, then my stepsister is 
a yuppie secretary and my stepbrother works in a 
stockbrokers. 

Did you have any nicknames at school? I never 
really had a nickname. You can't really shorten Luke, 
can you? 

What was the first concert you went to? That's 
going back a bit. I can’t really remember the first 
one because I used to go and see loads of local 
bands who probably don't exist now. I can 
remember going to see “Depeche" (/ think he 
means Depeche Mode - Ed.) when I was about 12, 
and the JoBoxers at around the same time. 

First kiss: Oh what? That was a with a girl called 
Nadia. She asked me to give her a kiss. I was 
probably about nine or ten. 

Who’s the best looking member of Bros? I don't 


habit? Craig probably, not because of any particular 
habit I can think of, it's just he picks up habits. He 
chews his tongue and sniffs when he's nervous. 
Previous jobs: I used to do labouring and 
plastering, and car valeting like Matt. I used to do 
anything really just to keep the band going. I did car 
valeting for ages - about six months. 

. * cE n; 


Christ!___,. —. 

know the Pet Shop Boys, but they share uie sen 
manager as us. 

What's your bedroom like? It's really horrible. I 
really knackered and yucky. I hate sharing it witl 
Matt. I've never shared a bedroom in my life. 
Luckily I'm not there much. We're going to get 
H|||r - 1 —*|—d, because I just can'* "*— 





jer eyes were horrible. I_ 

she thinks she’s that awful. 

. ...d an electric shock? Yeah - it's 
as ironing my shirt and I unplugged 
-'-ig fell off and 


the fridge and the back of the fridge plug fell off and 
instead of putting the back on again I just plugged it 
in. It shocked me really badly. I flew across the 
kitchen, but I was alright. 

What would you do if the world was going to end 
tomorrow? I don't think I'd believe the world was 
going to end, even if it was. I suppose I’d try to do 
everything. I’d probably go round all the shops and 
try and steal as much as I could. 

What's the most expensive thing you’ve ev 


i a Suzuki jeep. I've had it for 


hat's your biggest tear? I’ve got a really bad fear 
my hands being chopped of* 1 —’* -**“* "•** 

•• "—““ ■'"' J of dying t_ 

* lery. I hate celery even 


idea. I'm quite afraid of dying ti 

Least favourite vegetable: Cele 
with stacks of salad ere 
soggy leeks. 
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• HOW TO ENTER 

• Complete the crossword grid and fill 

• Snip out the coupon (including the 
crossword grid), stick it in an envelope 
and send it to the following address (to 
arrive by February 9): 

Smash Hits Prize Crossword 
Competition Number 49, 

14 Holkham Road, 

Orton Southgate, 

Peterborough PE2 OYJ. 


See photoclue (3,5) 

She found someone 

Could be Monroe, could be Miller 

Kiss had one to live 

In earnest, just like Donna Allen 

Stephanie Beacham in The Colbys 

Country held in T’Pau's'hands 

.Nowhere” (Talking Headsi (4,*) 

Adams or Ferry possibly 

23 UB40 Campbell in Bali? 

24 Alison Moyet's love-filled notes 

"" ipon't — Me This Way" (Communards) 
-‘■fighters 


> DOWN 

1 Is Mr Ron Moir the provider of “Stutter Rap”? 
(anag 6,5) 

2 Los Lobos' hit single and movie 

3 Not stereo 

4 It's a place on earth for Belinda Carlisle 

5 Chief smiler I altered to rise to the occasion 
(anag 6,6) 

6 Bruce Springsteen was born to do it 

3 “To Be With.” (Level 42) (3,5) 

2 .You Go Away" (Paul Young) (5,4) 

5 A nine re-arranged for Ms Lennox (anag) 

3 She knew George Michael was waiting for t 
9 A stew provides The Mission's bleak land (ar 
9 Phil Silver’s ever-funny TV series 

‘ They were held back by Simply Red 
- “ ilture? 




Your very last chance to take part in the 

SMASH HITS FREE BADGES OFFER 




Here's how to get a brilliant set of Smash Hits badqes - 

U2, WET WET WET, FIVE STAR and MICHAEL 
JACKSON - for absolutely nothing! 

HOW TO GET YOUR BADGES 


you have to do is cut out three of the four tokens we've 
printed. 

O Get a stamped, addressed envelope. (Please don't forget this I 
because if you do we won't be able to send you your badges.) 

O Put all three tokens plus the coupon below and your stamped, 
addressed envelope into another envelope and send them to: 
Smash Hits Free Badge Offer, 14 Holkham Road, Orton 
Southgate, Peterborough PE2 OUF 





































THE CHRISTIANS 



Debut Compact Disc, Album, Cassette 


FORGOTTEN TOWN - WHEN THE FINGERS POINT 
HOOVERVILLE • BORN AGAIN • IDEAL WORLD 
SAVE A SOUL IN EVERY TOWN • ...AND THAT'S WHY 
ONE IN A MILLION - SAD SONGS 
PLUS THREE ON CASSETTE AND C.D. 






















That’s what “millions’’ of people round the rest of the world think of InXS’s Michael 
Hutchence. Now that he’s incredibly famous for the first time in Britain, will the nation 
also think “Coorrr” etc.? Or will they recognise him as a shy sort who used to write 
poems about saving the world and who jumps off cliffs for a lark? 

The choice is yours, reckons Chris Heath. 


“ I t's really good news,” says 

■ Michael Hutchence, InXS’s 

■ singer, with as much 

■ enthusiasm as he can muster. 

■ He's just discovered that InXS 
have had their first British hit with 
"New Sensation” and he’s trying to 
sound as overjoyed as possible but 
it's obvious he’s not fantastically 
impressed. Britain is, after all, just 
about the only country in the world 
where they’re not already huge 
stars. They’ve been having hits at 
home in Australia, for seven years, 
they had a number one in Argentina 
(with their brilliant single “Original 
Sin”) as far back as 1983 and 
they ve been massive stars in 
America for nearly as long. 

Michael is particularly famous, 
frequently topping “most fanciable 
creation in the history of the 
universe polls” for what is 
considered to be his long-haired 
swooniness, his over-the-top 
sweaty onstage performances and 
his general reputation as a wild 
rock’n'roll animal (hem hem). 
Nevertheless, it’s a reputation that, 
he claims quite convincingly, isn’t 
true now and, indeed, has never 
particularly been true. 


that he was anything but wild and 
rebellious as a toddler. He spent his 
first four years in Sydney, Australia 
“doing the usual stuff like climbing 
over rocks” before his parents - 
Kell, an exporter and importer, and 
Pat, a film make-up artist - moved 
to Hong Kong. There he grew up a 
quiet and sensitive type, reading 
poems and having ill-fated attempts 
at falling in love. 

“The first time?” he laughs. “That 
was at about nine or ten. She was 
called Holly. What was special 
about her?” he chuckles airily. 
“Nothing much really. She gave me 
a book - maybe that was it. It was 
something about dogs.” 


“My sense of jealousy was the 
first thing I learnt. I looked out a 
window and saw her kissing some 
boy... my first jealous streak.” He 
chuckles once more. “I’ve had a 
chip on my shoulder ever since.” 

He fared little better when some 
friends of his mother brought film 
star-to-be Nastassia Kinski to 
dinner. “She was gorgeous,” he 
recalls. “I tried to play doctors and 
nurses with her but I didn't get very 


Beatles that they all had groups of 
some sort, including his girlfriend. 
Determined not to be left out he 
formed his own folk group playing 
songs by obscure useless hippie 
folk trio Peter, Paul And Mary. He 
even made a record (of sorts). 

“Some advertising executive who 


‘Jingle Bells' I think - that went into 
this plastic Santa Claus with 
batteries. You stuck this miniature 
record into its stomach and it went 


S tardom, surprisingly enough, 
eluded him and, aged 12, he 
returned to Australia and to a 
rather unpleasant first day back at 
school.“I got picked on because,” 
he says, “I was this little toffee prick 
from Hong Kong.” One gang in 
particular were “hounding" him and 
it seemed like he was about to get 
thoroughly splattered when another 
pupil - called Andrew Farriss - 
"came over with his 6’ 2" friend, 
Paul, and bashed us out of the 
mess.” In true pop-chums-to-be 
fashion they became best mates as 
Michael got used to living in 
Australia again where “everything 
seemed much more simple - meat 
pies and footy and cricket and going 
on the beach." He was too quiet to 
do any of those though; he just 
“started getting into motorcycles” 
and thought what a good wheeze it 
would be to be an actor. All that 
finished though when his parents 
divorced, his mum moved to Los 
Angeles and he went to Hollywood 


Garry Gary Beers: 


High School: “a B-grade novel 
culture, pretty soulless - the kids 

are-nows." Instead of joining in the 
general antics that surrounded him 
he did the opposite - “a lot of 
soul-searching,” 

“I spent a lot of time by myself,” 
he murmurs,“and started writing 
poetry and lyrics to keep myself 
amused. Not so much falling in love 
stuff, more ‘I can save the world.'” 

At the end of the year he returned 
to Australia and found himself back 
at school with his playground 
saviour, Andrew, who now had a 
group. Pretty soon he was their 
singer. A week after leaving school, 
the six of them - then called The 
Farriss Brothers (the same six as 
are now in InXS) packed up and 
went to live thousands of miles 
away in Perth, the capital of 
Western Australia. Nine months 
later, after a series of dreadful 
names (“once we called ourselves 
The Vegetables and wrote a song 
called ‘We Are The Vegetables’ - 
pretty terrible”) they returned to 
Sydney as InXS; within a few 
years they were famous. By now 
they’re pretty used to fame - they 
represented Australia on their leg of 
Live Aid, Michael has already 
returned to his first love of acting to 
appear in a film, Dogs In Space, 
and a few months ago they were 
heard referring to success in Britain 
as simply “a mopping up job”. 

I n fact they’ve been famous so 
long that Michael Hutchence 
claims to have got all his rock 'n' 
roll habits out of his system; “I got 
bored with that lifestyle." Instead 


he's started doing yoga - “that’s 
very cosmic isn’t it? I do headstands 
and all kinds of stuff” - and he also 
jumps off cliffs... 

“The other day these kids told me 
about this great cliff - it's 60 feet to 
the ocean - and they all dared me 
.tojumpitsoldid." 

And was he scared? 

“Er, yeah,” he laughs nervously. 
“Not until I was halfway down, then I 
realised I had another two seconds 
of falling. I didn't realise how far it is. 
Then you've got to look out for the 
sharks when you hit the water..." 

Hmmmm.Though Michael is in 
Australia at the moment - jumping 
off cliffs, rehearsing some “sort of 
heavy metal funk music” with some 
other musician friends and living in 
a hotel - his home is now a recently 
bought flat in Hong Kong. “My dad 
still lives in Hong Kong,' r he 
explains, “and it's good for my soul 
there. I’m very anonymous. Nobody 
knows who I am. I just wander 

These days, he explains, 
sounding every bit as quiet and 
sensitive as he hints he really is, he 
doesn't even have a girlfriend. Until 
recently he’d gone out for seven 
years with an ex-model called 
Michele who hated “everything 
about the rock 'n' roll business” - 
now it’s over. “It’s private really. It’s 
just hard travelling nine months of 
the year unless you have someone 
interested in being a rock wife and I 
wouldn’t be interested in someone 
like that anyway. But,” he sighs 
philosophically, “if I stopped and sat 
around home I wouldn’t have been 
the same person, and,” he adds 
finally, “I wouldn't be happy.” 



Still, it was a girlfriend who 
inspired his early musical career. In 
Hong Kong at the time everyone of 
any age was so inspired by the 



Have you ever wanted to know all about fresh-water minnow angling in J 

Cumbria? Or the financial decline in the market of gilt-embossed wA 

staples? Well, you won't find any details here, pal. Instead you will discover 
everything you ever wanted to know about this music which we call pop - 
because Get Smart! is a bit of a musical boffin. So if you are perplexed 
send your pop query on a postcard to Get Smart!, Smash Hits, 52-55 
Carnaby Street, London W1V 1PF or be forever branded “a goon". 


of get smart! 


WHO (OR WHAT) IS 
SHEP PETTIBONE? 


makes the bi... 

to a mental hospital if I 
Kastrill Warzc‘ - 


on’t find out more about hii 


k club DJ Oust 




his very own mixes for the most rich and famous people on th 
"I don't know what makes me so popular. . "he ponders, i uuu i 
really know how I know what to dol Actually, I guess I just have a 
God-given talent - my ears, y’know? I hear things a certain way and 


id-given talent - my t 
, ople seem to like it." 

He also says he is “considering” becoming a po| 
"though I do like not being recognised in the street 
now? Uuuuh, well I don't think I'm quite ready for tl 
y’know Lifestyles Ot The Rich And Famous I" 


star himself 
Am I very rich 
at show, yet, 



actually doing is re-editing the 
songs the way you want them. 
So say if you wanted one bit a 
little bit longer, or one bit 
-■>.-1— .you just 


ind and do what 

single thing you 
each drum, the 


3S drive you a bit bananas!" 


CHRIS LOWE: HAS HE GONE AND GOT HITCHED? 


Dear Get Smart!, 

Please can you tell me all there is to know about Shep 
Pettibone. He makes remixes for people like Whitney Houston, 
Pet Shop Boys, Five Star, Madonna, Cyndi Lauper etc. I think he 
“ —“ ■ “ ist remixes around and I will probably submit myself 


working in__ _ __, ... . 

like Jellybean - who is, in fact, one of his mates). One day while 
spinning his discs he decided he'd quite like to invent his own 
versions of the most popular disco stunners and. because he already 
had the proper equipment (being a hit of a technological boffin) he did 


just that. A radio station heard of these quite good “re-mixed” songs, 
played them on the radio and eventually let Shep have his own “slot” 
on the radio station playing his mixes. Then, a couple of years ago, 
the Pet Shop Boys heard of this American “whizz", phoned him up and 
asked if he'd like to “mix” their new song for them, “West End Girls”. 

“I said ‘sure’,” pipes an amiable Shep on the Get Smart! 
hot-line from New York. “I hadn’t heard of them at that stage - in fact, 
I kept on getting the names all mixed up at first -1 thought it was 'Pet 
Shop Boys' by The West End Girls. I didn’t actually get to meet them 
until I came to England to record their LP (“actually") and I liked 
them. . .ooooh, instantly. Also, I discovered Neil and I have the same 
birthday which is interesting. I guess that was a good omen. We’ve all 
been good friends for a long time now.” 

So! This song spiralled Shep to superstardom and now he's done 



ar Get Smart!, 

’■ _ -ad the worst Christmas 

as watching the 


SHEP PETTIBONE: 

A GUIDE TO THIS “MIXING” BUSINESS. . . 


heard a rumour thi_ 

Boys have split up. Please on.._ 

j! a googol (i.e. one followed by one 
hundred noughts) (??????-Ed.) 

1 could you tell me if this rumour is 


| you like. Si 
S your mind 
S hear in a sc..„ 

guitars, the bass, the synthesiser, the voice or whatever... 

thing is individually recorded on what we call a track. Usually there are 
24 or 48 of these tracks - and sometimes even as many as 72. 

" What you have to do is blend all of those tracks together to make a 
song - put everything in the right place. So if you're doing a dance mix 
you have to know where to make an instrument louder or make it the 
featured instrument or just make it more interesting to listen to instead of 
just a mesh of sound. Uh, how's that as a description hahaha?! 

“I find it quite easy now, it's like riding a bike - but in the beginning 
there were just so many knobs and faders and so many instruments to 
learn. It's taxing work, too. I'm usually in the studio four or five days a 
week for 20 hours a day. If you can imagine putting your favourite 7" on 
and listening to it over and over and over for 20 hi— 
it’s like. It does " . 


“ Anthony Bayle, Preston. 


of truth. 


They h! 


ay have started writing 
new sunya and will begin 
recording their second LP in April 
once Ad-Rock has finished the 
film he’s currently acting in. It will 
probably be called Lunatic (!!!) 
and he co-stars with Donald 
Sutherland. “I get to play a thug,” 
he explains. Oh. 


_Why? W_. ,. JM 

“special” Top Of The Pops or. 
Christmas Day and when the Pet Shop 
Boys came on Chris Lowe was 

■iTsnK 


Clair (Chris Lowe's black eye), 


• Chris Lowe has not plighted his 
“troth” or anything like it. The gold 
ring in question is merely a 
“fashion” item and, he explains, 
“it’s the only finger that it fits on 


because It cramps my style.” (??) 


HAVE THE BEASTIE 
BOYS “EXPLODED”? 



• “it’s a load of old tosh,” says 
Ad-Rock forthrightly when phoned 
about this preposterous story. “In 
fact we’re having a band meeting 
in about an hour and a half.” 

The story was, quite simply, 
completely made up, as far as 
anyone can tell, by The Sun 



O Smash Hits collection C) 

FACT 

sea 



GEORGE MICHAEL 

Full name: Yorgos Kyriakou 
Panayiotou 

Date of birth: 25/6/1963 
Birthplace - ! 

Height: 5 


ur of eyes: Bn 

itraightened with blond str 

tal status: Single 
hit: “Young Guns (Go For It)”, 


His previous jobs include being a DJ 
in a sports club, a labourer on a buildin 
site, a shelf-stacker in British Home 
Stores and a cinema usher 
When he goes shopping for clothes < 
an afternoon he usually spends two or 
three thousand pounds 
He has bought his first house in 


by lots of pine 










bananarama/i can't help it 



the hit single now on 7" 12 


limited edition 

7" gatefold with free poster 
12" remix & cd single 


























PHONE OUR SAM NOW FOR MUSIC. 
GOSSIP AND THE ODD SURPRISE! 

SAM’S DIARY 

Til try not to... 'cos you’ll all cry your eyes out: Call 0898 555 691 
SAM’S TIPS 

‘I first met her at a club in Atlanta... she was brilliant fun’. 

Call 0898 555 61 


SECRETS OF THE STARS ^ j , w .jm 

. DIRECT FROM AMERICA V / / * ■ ; / 


☆ 

☆ 

☆ 


ARNOLD 

‘^SCHWARZENEGGER 

ft STAR OF "COMMANDO" 
AND "PREDATOR" 

☆ 0898 100 780 

BRUCE WILLIS 

HIS MARRIAGE TO 
DEMI MOORE 

0898 100 766 

RADIO LUXEMBOURG 

POP GOSSIP LINE 
WITH JEFF GRAHAM 

0898 100 740 

MOONLIGHTING 

TH^MORMNG^AF^ER 

0898100 765 

PATRICK SWAYZE 

"DIRTY DANCING"* 

0898100 762 

MADONNA'S 

DIVORCE 

0898100720 

ELVISH* 

0898100 730 


(T madonna quiz 
9 0898100 761 

WET ^EJ WET F/l/e S TAO 

0898 100 788 ,SSf a 

2 

MICHAEL : 
JACKSON 2 

^ EASTENDERS 
9 0898 100 735 

R\CK 08l/lM T 760 

QUIZ * 

CONCERT 2 
TICKETS § 
TO BE WON! 2 
0898100745 - 

liiAUiS] 

FABULOl 

M °Y ,E "ersHorZl 

0898100785 oa ?ar°° B ° VS 
JS PRIZES TO BE WON! 
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Dear Blackness of Black Type, 

Why oh why oh why oh why 
does a talented young chappy like 
Kick Astley waste his talent with 
so-called writers Stock, Aitken & 
Waterman? They’re useless and 
they can’t write songs at all. All 
their music sounds the same, only 
the lyrics are changed. 

I’m not saying I hate Rick Astley, 
actually I'm a great fan of his. I just 
hate Stock, Aitken & Waterman. I’m 
just Hying to say I wish SAW would 
make their songs different and not 
blend into one. Take for example 
the Rick Astley LP. Now I really 
like it and I play it most of the time, 
but the first two songs “Never 
Gonna Give You Up” and 
“Whenever You Need Somebody” 
almost blend into one. Anyway, I 
think I’ve made my point, so bye for 

Rick Astley's Scar, Byram, Nr 
Knottingley. 


Dear Black Type, 

Will somebody please tell Stock, 
Aitken & Waterman to stop 
generalising? I have just read their 
three page interview (Smash Hits, 
30 Dec 1987 - 12 Jan 1988) and time 
and time again they make 
statements about “what the public 
want” and how people “identify 
with” their little crowd of “pop 
singers”. I for one am certainly not 
interested in any of their records or 


I resent the way they refer to 
women as girls and I’d like to 
suggest that they listen to the song 
“I Refuse” from Hue And Cry’s LP 
“Seduced And Abandoned". Maybe 
it will put some quality and depth 
into their songs. I live in hope of 
miracles. 


Yours sincerely, Patrick Kane’s Left 
Eyebrow, Bristol. 

Dear Black Type, 

You may remember that a while 
ago you did a survey on music 
censorship. Although I disagreed 
then, I now think that it should be 
introduced, not to protect young 
children etc., but to protect the 
population from being bored out of 
their minds by messrs. Slop, Aitken 
and Waterdown. Not even Sigue 
“Sigue” Sputnik made so many 
boring records which all sound 
exactly the same (only with 
different lyrics, although mostly on 
the same subject). 

Prince Charles was right when 
he said the synthesiser is 
destroying music - look at the 


played on real instruments, with 
time taken over writing it, and then 
compare it with “Never Gonna Give 
You Up” by Rick Astley, made in 
3Vz minutes on a synth or “Jack 
Your Body” by Steve Hurley, a 
continuous four note rhythm raised 
and lowered once or twice with 
"lyrics” of three words repeated 
throughout. How can this be music 
when so little time and effort has 
been spent on it? 

What we need is less 
commerciality and more talent. 
Instead of playing SAW all day, 
why not get Radio One to play 
more up and coming groups, more 
old songs, more real music? (This is 
not just a complaint about dance 


Curiousity/Wet Wet Wet type pop 
is also to blame.) I realise you will 
probably get a lot of hate mail if 
you print this, but please would you 


LETTERS 

| WRITE TO: Smash Hits. 52-55 Carnaby Street. London WiV lPF. 


do it anyway. I know that I am not 
Graham Ross, Hemel Hempstead. 

SAW. Now there’s an interesting 
collection of alphabet letterings. 
The very same, if I'm not 
mistaken, as that most humble, 
yet effective item of garden 
foolery, the toothed metal-blade 
saw. And is that not a preferred 
item of garden toolery of the 
Canadian lumberjack? Yes! 
Therefore, these supposed 
“people” Stock, Aitken & 
Waterman are wily imposters and 
are really Canadian-lumberjacks- 
in-a-“funny”-shirt-with-red- 


Reg “Reg” Snipton is a sullied 
philanderer and his name shall 
not “darken” my pages. Rick 
Astley, I do believe, is the bloke 
with the googly eyes and the 
sparrow’s “chest” who sells 
roasted chestnuts on the comer of 
my “street” every second 
Tuesday during the chilly 
wintering evenings who “houses” 
what he calls his “pet conker” 
(nicely polished, a 3Zer, if it's a 
day) on his left shoulder. Um, no, 
actually that’s Rod “Rod” 

Roderick (Rod “Rod" The Conker 
Bod, to his chums) who is, 
without a doubt, the oddest man 


extraordinaire.. .Bryan Adams!!! 
In disguise!!!! The very same 
Canadian-lumbeijack-in-a- 
"funny”-shirt-with-red-squares- 


studied the nose-gay or whatever 
it is of our “lovely” Princess 
Diana!!!!!! It’s an outrage, listeners 
- may the case be rested. 


Dear Black Type, 

I felt the need to write this letter 
to you as I am most concerned 
about Smash Hits' obsession with 
being sick. In Smash Hits (18 Nov - 
1 Dec), there was an article on 
George Michael and it stated that 
he had been sick on his girlfriend 
and on his chest. Is this true? 

It was not only in this issue of 
Smash Hits that being sick in or on 
things was noticed. It is mentioned 
in practically every edition. I don’t 
know if I have missed a joke or 
something with this obsession, but I 
am greatly concerned about such a 
vulgar subject. Please inform me on 
further details on this case. 

Nicola Bumand, Berkshire. 


A Publisher Writes: Take a letter 
Miss Pringle. To Ms Nicola 
Bumand, Berkshire. Dear Ms 
Bumand, Thank you for your letter 
regarding the obsession of the 
Smash Hits “staff with being sick. I 
too regard this as a very vulgar 
subject and I am doing everything 
within my so-called power to put a 
stop to the whole ruddy business. 

In the meantime, if you would care 
to take out a subscription to any ot 
my other brilliant magazines, just 
make a cheque out for £3,000, made 


Mags.. .1 say Miss Pringle, have 
you ever been sick on your blouse? 

(Off with you perv-king! - B.T.) 


Oh Dearest Black Type, 

In reply to “A Dried Up Bottle Of 
Tippet?'. Reg “Reg" Snipton is a 
“person” called Reg Snipton who is 
nicknamed “Reg”. 

Yours forever, Chris Lowe's 
Designer Stubble, Preston. 

P.S. Who is Rick Astley? 


Dear Black Type, 

You may find this a little strange, 
receiving a letter from a 41 year old 
father (my 15 year old daughter is 
an avid reader of your mag). 

The reason I am writing is that I 
was wondering why most of the 
letters that I have seen published 
end in such strange names, e.g. 
“Brian May’s Left Armpit” etc. 
Haven’t some of these “viewers” got 
real names, or are they made up 
letters by members of your staff? 
Yours faithfully, Brynley Jones. 

P.S. Thanks for your piece on Pink 
Floyd, the world’s greatest band. 

Dear Black Type, 

Whilst in a local superstore i.e. 
Marks And Sparks I noticed a 
young "Gothic” like lady buying 
some Head & Shoulders shampoo. 
So I said “I didn’t know you had 
dandruff, expecting her to say “I 
don’t”! Instead this “gothic” 
monstrosity turned around and 
slapped my face and said “mind 
your bloody business” and she 
walked off without buying any. 

How strange I thought. 

Yours, A Sore Right Cheek, 
Blackpool. 


Gothic lady? (Hick flick leaf leaf) 
“Gothic: of the Goths; in the style 
of architecture prevalent in W. 
Europe in 12th-16th Century, 
characterised by pointed arches; 
in a horrific style popular in the 
18th-19th century; barbarous, 
uncouth.” Have you, dear 
listeners, ever seen a female 
spiky buttress with a face like a 
melted wellie whistling twixt the 
100% lycra panty-“hose” and the 
deodorising agents in the family 
stores of Messrs. Marks And 
Spencers or even one with hair, 
for that matter? You, “smart”ing- 
face, are a blatant fibber but 
have a token ’n’ towel for your 
“cheek” (har har). 

Dear Black Type, 

After seeing the mess you've 
been making of yourselves over 
what “la bamba" means, I felt 


compelled to explain it all to you: as 
Julio Garcia very well stated (Smash 
Hits, 9 September), “La Bamba" is a 
kind of rhythm of South American 
origins. But in Spain “bamba" is also 
a kind of bun stuffed with cream! 

So there! That settles it! 

Luarto Peret Afuado, alias “The 
Great Translator”. 

Sap. Now there’s an interesting 
word, don’t you agree? Why, one 
can use it in all manner of 
conversational situations - from a 

blooms and towering oaks have 
sap in (whatever that is) apart 
from the ones relinquished in our 
recent Big Wind may you be 
forever doomed Michael Fish” to 
questions of the rhetorical nature 
“what the jooglins if his gumption 
was sapped?” to an adjectival 
description “that Postman Pat 
bloke what with all his blubbing 
and whimfling he is patently a 
big girl’s blouse, a wearer of 
tweed knickers, a weed, a jessie 
and a sap.” Except he’s nothing of 

deliverance without whom our 
blessed British Telecom “service” 
would indeed be found many 

“goon” (another interesting word, 
don’t you agree?). There! That 
settles it!! 


Dear Noir Type, 

Me and my fellow cohorts 
(friends) and other Queen fans are 
particularly fed up about your 
recent writing about Queen. 

A little bit of mickey taking is 
acceptable but the last four 
episodes in the history of Smash 
Hits have been the slightest bit 
irritating (understatement of the 
year). The piece on “The many 
faces of Freddie Mercury” was 
totally unnecessary and the 
captions particularly offensive. 
About the only piece concerning 
Queen that wasn’t particularly nasty 
was the review of the video of The 
Magic Years BUT, an inset with a 
bad caption was totally 
unnecessary. Queen did change the 
history of rock with the epic 
“Bohemian Rhapsody”. Most people 
have told me to write to you about 
this. 

How EMAP Metro and EMAP 
Newspapers can have two totally 
different views about Queen is 
beyond my train of thought. The 
Kettering Evening Telegraph has 
done some good reviews on Queen 
- why not follow their example? 
Why not take the mick out of Five 
Star or Bon Jovi instead? IT MUST 
STOP! 

Yours, pretty angry, David Miller, 
Cambridge. 


I knew a bloke called David 
Miller once. He was very small 
and wore National “Health” 
spectacles and a side “parting”, 
and he wasn’t much cop at 
mathematical logarithms and 
none of the girlies wanted to 
touch his bottom because he was 
a bit of a sap (see sap: an 
adjectival description) though 
why anyone would desire this 
unsavoury gesture is beyond me 
anyway. Some people chose to 
call him “Windy” so as you can 
clearly see it’s all falling into 
so-called place, is it not? 










WISHING 
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well 
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THE FUTURE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT. ^ 


FROM FRIDAY FEB. 5 

LEICESTER Sa THEATRE !& • ODBON MARBLE ARCH 8 ?, 


AND ALL OVER LONDON! 

AND KEY PROVINCIAL CITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 

(CHECK LOCAL PRESS FOR DETAILS) 
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LOST B°TSr 

Being wild is in their Blood. 

WARNER BROS. ml9M RICHARD DONNER ™.„u». a JOEL SCHUMACHER film * 

"THE LOST BOYS" COREY FELDMAN JAMI GERTZ COREY HAIM EDWARD HERRMANN BARNARD HUGHES 
JASON PATRIC KIEFER SUTHERLAND am, DIANNE WIEST ml* »> THOMAS NEWMAN hated., ROBERT BROWN 
n,K„ ,«m«.K.nn MICHAEL CHAPMAN hkltiv, ,-koi.llfk RICHARD DONNER h™, JANICE FISCHER & JAMES JEREMIAS 
,,„„„„ JANICE FISCHER & JAMES JEREMIAS am. JEFFREY BOAM HARVEY BERNHARD dkob. JOEL SCHUMACH 


AT SELECTED CINEMAS ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
FROM FRIDAY JANUARY 29 
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• In the next frizzling issue of Smash Hits we present for the first time 
anywhere in the known stratosphere or the unknown stratosphere for that 
matter: the return of the "original" Duran Duran with a new imaqe - see 
photograph on the left!!!!!! [Dm, that's not strictly accurate, is it?-Ed.) 

® Er.. .in that case we present for the first time anywhere in the "mapped" 
globe: the "secret" photographs of the Thai boxing match 'twixt Madonna 
and the drummer from If Bites!!! {A wee bit of a porker there perhaps? - Ed. 

• Uuuur.. but we do present: the unexpurgated truth of the day Bono from 
U 2 dressed up as Bruce "Spruce" Springsteen and everyone 

this was a very boring thing to do!!!!! 

• [Would you pease shut up and lust tell the nation the next multi-colounfic 
issue ot the world s most tantalising popular music magazine i.e. Smash Hits is 

tfie'g^od "side^f^ ^ ^ 9 °°^ S, ° e ~ ^ Ur ’' 9 ° ln9 t0 on 

Hl+f 

ON SALE WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 10 

(48p - an unabashed snip!!) 






























This February, go and see anyone you fancy anywhere in Britain for £10 or less. 

If you have a Young Persons Railcard, fake advantage Saver Fare is over £25. If it's less, all you will pay is a fiver, 
of our February offer and the most you'll pay to travel by train For full details see the leaflet at your station or 

in mainland Britain is £10 return. That's if the usual full appointed travel agent, with love from British Rail. 


Be somewhere else with a Young Persons Railcard 






